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PharmaTimes International Clinical Researcher of the Year 2026
Stage 2 Challenge – Innovation in Clinical Trial Design and Conduct


You are leading a 3-5 year rare disease phase II study in Europe.  The patient population is known to be in certain ethnic groups driving certain geographic densities in urban and ex-urban locations.  

What would be your patient recruitment and delivery strategy to maximise accessibility, diversity and retention for people on the trial?  What areas of the strategy could be flexible to meet patient and site needs?

Your CEO has given you the following expectations:

· It is important to maximise the number of patients who complete the trial to satisfy the regulatory needs.
· The study protocol includes regular safety blood draws, COA and PRO, spirometry which are primary and secondary endpoints.
· The CEO is supportive of creative clinical trial design solutions and new technologies with proven benefit.

Please develop a delivery strategy to maximise recruitment, retention, diversity and reduce burden.  Please include justification for your strategy and how you would convince the CEO of value. (1000 words).


When writing your essay, please ensure that you cover all the points in the text below, and that it adheres to the following rules:
· Maximum 1000 words; this includes all wording in tables, diagrams and bulleted lists (title and repetition of the title at the beginning of your essay, are not included in this count)
· A word count must be included with your submission.
· Essays exceeding the word count will be deemed void by the judges.
· Please present in an essay format (the use of tables, bulleted lists and diagrams are encouraged)
· Please use the free plagiarism checker and include the output with your essay:
www.plagscan.com 			www.plagium.com
www.plagtracker.com 			www.paperrater.com
www.duplichecker.com
· Please do not refer to your name or company within your submission. Your entry should be anonymised. 
· Word format only (PDF document, will not be accepted)


Completed challenges to be sent to: debbie.tuesley@pharmatimes.com by 23rd January and your covering email must include:

Name:							Job Title: 

Company:						Email: 

Category Entering: 					Telephone (include country code):

Entrant’s country (if a team, the country for the team leader):


The Clinical Singles finals will be on the 20th March 2026. Please keep this date available. Thank you
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