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PharmaTimes International Clinical Researcher of the Year 2026
Stage 2 Challenge – Aspiring and Junior Clinical Research Associate

The job of a Clinical Research Associate is challenging with many, often urgent, priorities to juggle, even when you are at site. It is the responsibility of a Clinical Research Associate to self-manage and organize their time appropriately. Plans frequently have to be adjusted throughout the day. A Clinical Research Associate needs the ability to evaluate accurately each situation/request, and the flexibility to adjust priorities appropriately.  

PART A
You are an ACRA with 3 Studies across 6 Sites.  2 sites are Site Activation Ready, 3 are at EU CTR Regulatory submission stage and 1 site recruiting. 2 need SIVs, 1 needs routine monitoring and 3 need Site Activation Ready support.  
You have training to complete, MVR Reports and FULs to write, Expense Claims to submit, Data Queries to follow up, Essential Documents to reconcile. 
Taking your role and responsibilities into account. Discuss how you plan to collaborate with your internal partners. List your priorities and actions that you will take.

PART B
You discover that the PI at one site will not be available for the SIV.  Discuss what action you would take.

When writing your essay, please ensure that you cover all the points in the text below, and that it adheres to the following rules:

Please do not use Generative AI tools as these entries will be excluded from the competition where suspected or identified.

· Maximum 1000 words; this includes all wording in tables, diagrams and bulleted lists (title and repetition of the title at the beginning of your essay, are not included in this count)
· A word count must be included with your submission.
· Essays exceeding the word count will be deemed void by the judges.
· Please present in an essay format (the use of tables, bulleted lists and diagrams are encouraged)
· Please use the free plagiarism checker and include the output with your essay:
www.plagscan.com 			www.plagium.com
www.plagtracker.com 			www.paperrater.com
www.duplichecker.com

· Please do not refer to your name or company within your submission. Your entry should be anonymised. 
· Word format only (PDF document, will not be accepted)


Completed challenges to be sent to: debbie.tuesley@pharmatimes.com by 23rd January and your covering email must include:

Name:							Job Title: 

Company:						Email: 

Category Entering: 					Telephone (include country code):

Entrant’s country (if a team, the country for the team leader):


The Clinical Singles finals will be on the 20th March 2026. Please keep this date available. Thank you
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